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From Kindergarten to Cap and Gown: A Trustee’s Perspective
As public school trustees, we have the privilege of seeing something extraordinary each June.

We see it in gymnasiums filled with families. In caps and gowns that barely stay straight. In speeches
that mix nerves with pride. And in the faces of young people standing at the edge of everything that
comes next.

Graduation is often described as an ending. In truth, it is something far more important—the
moment students step into their next chapter—and those pages will look different for every
graduate. Some will enter apprenticeships and skilled trades. Others will move into post-secondary
studies. Some will take time to work, travel or explore what comes next.

All of these paths are valid. All of them matter.

As locally elected representatives, communities entrust us with the responsibility to help public
schools remain strong, responsive and focused on student success—today and into the future.
But what may be easy to miss in the celebration is this: Every one of those journeys begins in the
same place.

It begins in Alberta’s public schools.

Public school education reaches the majority of children in our province, at many stages of
development. It is where children first learn to read, write, solve problems and work with others. It
is where curiosity is sparked, confidence is built and the foundation for every future pathway is laid.

When we talk about graduation, we are seeing the result of years of this foundational work. Early
learning begins in classrooms where teachers help students take their first steps in literacy and
numeracy, and then it builds from there toward independence and possibility.

This foundation extends far beyond academics. Public schools are where young people learn to
navigate relationships, contribute to a community, persist through challenge and grow through
change. These are the skills that support not just a career, but a life.

For Alberta’s business owners and employers, this moment matters as well. The graduates crossing
the stage are your future workforce. They are the apprentices who will build our homes and
infrastructure, the healthcare workers who will care for our families, the entrepreneurs and
innovators who will drive our economy, and the creators who will enrich our communities.

Students currently moving through our classrooms shape every sector in our province. Public school
education is where the builders are first encouraged, where the problem-solvers develop their skills
and where young people begin to see their potential.
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Committing to keeping this connection strong across every community is part of the role of locally
elected school boards—working to align resources, respond to local needs and keep student
learning at the centre of every decision.

Today, those classrooms are doing this work in a changing environment. Alberta’s schools are
growing. Classrooms are more complex. Student needs are more diverse. Communities are evolving
quickly. Yet, public schools continue to adapt and address these circumstances to support students,
staff, families and community members. You’ll see this in every Annual Education Results Report of
public school divisions in the programs, the initiatives and the opportunities they offer and evaluate.

Through locally elected boards, communities have a direct voice in how their schools respond—
allowing decisions to reflect both provincial expectations and local realities.

That is something worth recognizing—not just at graduation, but every day.

Because while graduation celebrates students, it also reflects something larger: The shared
investment of families, educators, support staff, trustees and communities across the province. It
reflects a belief that every child deserves the opportunity to discover their path and pursue it with
confidence.

As we watch this year’s graduates step forward, we are reminded public school education is not
simply a service—it is a cornerstone of Alberta’s future.

To the graduates: Your journey is just beginning.

And to the families, employers and communities who will welcome them: They began here, in
Alberta’s public schools.

Dr. Lorraine Stewart, President
Public School Boards’ Association of Alberta
public-schools.ab.ca

The Public School Boards’ Association of Alberta represents more than two-thirds of public school boards
that account for more than 800 schools and more than 250,000 students across the province. We believe
public schools are the first choice of our communities, where all our children learn and live the values of
democracy together, reflecting our hope and shaping the future of our communities.
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