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The Public School Boards’ Association of Alberta (PSBAA) is pleased to present its 2026
edition of its inaugural PSBAA September Snapshot. The Snapshot seeks to provide an
evidence-informed look at where a sampling of Public Schools are at in the province based
on several key data points. Depending on the topic covered, we sourced the data from the
Government of Alberta’s publicly available resources and requested data directly from our
28 member Public School Boards. This data was gathered during July and August 2026.

This year’s Snapshot contains several topics, including student population trends,
complexity teams, school projects and modular classrooms.

Through the Snapshot, we hope to increase understanding of Public Schools and some of
the realities they face in a rapidly evolving education landscape.

STUDENT POPULATION TRENDS

Figure 1 | Public School Student Population Trend (2020-21 to 2024-25)
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Figure 1 represents only Alberta Public School students. Baseline totals are sourced from Alberta
Education student population statistics (Public School Authority category), excluding separate,
francophone, public charter, independent (private) and applicable homeschooling students.

The Public School student population in Alberta has grown significantly since 2020, with
an overall increase of 56,133 students during these five school years. The average
increase from year-to-year has been close to 14,000 students.

The majority of Alberta’s students attend Public Schools. In the 2024-25 school year,
Public School students made up 65 per cent of the student population including all
schools and authorities (see Student enrolment by school, authority and grade level).

https://open.alberta.ca/opendata/student-enrolment-by-school-authority-and-grade-level
https://open.alberta.ca/opendata/student-enrolment-by-school-authority-and-grade-level
https://open.alberta.ca/opendata/student-enrolment-by-school-authority-and-grade-level
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Figure 2 | Complexity Teams for 2025-26
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This section specifically looks at the Complexity Teams created in 2025-26. Complexity
Teams are composed of one teacher and two educational assistants. The Teams were
developed to address complexity found in schools across the province based on
complexity data gathered at the provincial government's request. This does not include
the additional teams the provincial government announced for the 2026-27 school year. 
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From our sampling of member Public School Boards, Complexity Teams were 90 per
cent fully staffed by the end of the 2025-26 school year. Only a small percentage of
Teams were partially staffed or not staffed at all. For the partially staffed or unstaffed
Teams, the majority of them were located at Public Schools in rural communities or
remote geographic locations. 

Figure 2 represents a sample of Complexity Teams from 23 PSBAA member Public School Boards.
Baseline totals are sourced from these boards directly in July and August 2026.



Figure 3.1 | Number of School Projects as of September 2026
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Figure 3.2 | School Project Phases as of
September 2026
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In this section, we look at school projects for our 28 member Public School Boards, as of
September 2026. In total, there are 44 active school projects. The majority of school
projects are New Builds, closely followed by Replacement Builds, and then Modernizations
and Expansions/Additions. The majority of New Builds are in urban centres.

Figure 3.3 | School Boards With and Without
School Projects
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Figure 3.1 represents a sample of school projects from the PSBAA’s 28 member Public School Boards.
Baseline totals are sourced from boards directly in July and August 2026 and supplemented with data
from the provincial government’s Alberta Major Projects list in September 2026.

Figure 3.2 and 3.3 represent a sample of school projects from the PSBAA’s 28 member Public School
Boards. Baseline totals are sourced from boards directly in July and August 2026 and supplemented with
data from the provincial government’s Alberta Major Projects list in September 2026.
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https://majorprojects.alberta.ca/
https://majorprojects.alberta.ca/


Regarding modular classrooms and our sampling of Public School Boards, there are
significantly more modular classrooms approved for the 2026-27 school year (61) when
compared to how many were completed in the 2025-26 school year (26).

Figure 4 | Modular Classrooms
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Figure 4 represents modular classrooms completed in the 2025-26 school year and approved for the
2026-27 school year from 23 PSBAA member Public School Boards. Baseline totals are sourced from these
boards directly in July and August 2026.

For school projects, we look at three phases: Planning, Design and Construction. The
Planning Phase clarifies the anticipated project scope, schedule and cost to support site
readiness. The Design Phase improves project design to ensure projects can be delivered
on time, on budget and within scope. The Construction Phase begins when funding is
received to support the construction or purchase of new infrastructure (see Planning and
building schools).

Almost half of the school projects for our member Public School Boards are in the
Planning Phase. A third of school projects are in the Design Phase, and less than a quarter
are in the Construction Phase. Additionally, more than two-thirds of the school boards
have active school projects, while less than a third do not have active school projects. The
majority of school boards with no school projects are located in rural communities or
remote geographic locations.
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https://www.alberta.ca/planning-and-building-schools
https://www.alberta.ca/planning-and-building-schools


The Public School Boards' Association of Alberta (PSBAA) is an association that exclusively
represents and advocates for our member Public School Boards and Public School
education in Alberta. We believe that, by advocating for Public School education, we are
helping the children in our communities gain access to opportunity and options within
their Public School system. We are passionately dedicated to the success of our youth and
to Alberta's next generation of leaders.

The Association represents more than two-thirds of Public School Boards that account for
more than 800 schools and more than 250,000 students across the province. We believe
Public Schools are the first choice of our communities, where all our children learn and
live the values of democracy together, reflecting our hope and shaping the future of our
communities. 

To learn more, you can visit our website: public-schools.ab.ca

CONTACT

For more information or media requests, you can reach us at the contact below:

EMMA SMALL
Communications Manager, Public School Boards’ Association of Alberta

                    EMAIL:            communications@public-schools.ab.ca
PHONE NUMBER:            780-479-8080 ext. 103

WHO WE ARE

ONLY PUBLIC SCHOOLS PROVIDE PUBLIC EDUCATION®

Follow us on:

Sign up for our Community Partner Newsletter
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https://www.facebook.com/publicschoolsAB/
https://x.com/PublicSchoolsAB
https://www.instagram.com/publicschoolsab/
https://public-schools.ab.ca/
mailto:communications@public-schools.ab.ca
tel:17804798080
https://public-schools.ab.ca/subscribe-to-psbaa-community-partner-newsletter/
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